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Branching Out
Letter from Paul Backhouse, PhD,
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer

Everglades National Park
In November, Kate Macuen, Collections Manager, met with the Museum Curator and collection staff at the South
Florida Collection Management Center which is located in Everglades National Park. It was a great opportunity to
tour their facilities and archaeological collections, discuss future partnerships for exhibits, and to open the door for
valuable collaborations.

T

he theme of our report this year is ‘branching out’ and it is appropriate as community
involvement has become the core ethos of everything we do at the THPO over the last two

years. The reason we attend community meetings, work with tribal elders to put important

National Archaeology Day

places on maps, and turn out for the myriad of community events throughout the year is that the

Another way in which the THPO branched out was a presentation on Tribal Archaeology given at National
Archaeology Day at the University of Miami. At this presentation, Tribal Archaeologist Maureen Mahoney explained
to the general public and other archaeologists how Tribal Archaeology (and archaeology as a discipline) should
be conducted. This explanation centered on the idea that archaeologists should look up from the dirt during their
surveys and talk to local populations in order to have other interpretations of the past.

community matters. In the early years of the department my predecessor Billie Cypress wrote a
short paper entitled ‘The Role of Archaeology in the Seminole Tribe of Florida’. This paper wrestles
with cultural beliefs and the issues associated with disturbing historical objects and places in order
to tell important stories and to preserve places that Tribal members consider to be important.
This paper represents a strong foundation as the department continues to conduct work with

United South and Eastern Tribes

the community to make sure our investigations are appropriate and respect cultural beliefs. The

Maureen Mahoney presents at National Archaeology Day at the
University of Miami, FL

One of the responsibilities of the THPO is to represent the interests of the Seminole Tribe of Florida off reservation
as well as on reservation. In October 2012 THPO representatives travelled to Uncasville, Connecticut to participate
in the annual fall meeting of the United South and Eastern Tribes (USET). USET was co-founded by the Seminole
Tribe of Florida in 1968. The October meeting was sponsored by the Mohegan Tribe and included a visit to the
impressive Mohegan Tribal Offices shown in the accompanying photo.

significant cultural places both on and off of the reservation matter and it is an honor to serve the
Tribe so that these important historic camps, buildings and culturally sensitive areas are respected
and protected during the development process.

Sincerely,

Paul Backhouse
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Dr. Paul Backhouse, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer

Branching Out

Mohegan Tribal Offices, Uncasville, Connecticut
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Project Focus: Participatory GIS

Archaeometry Section

Juan Cancel, Chief Data Analyst

Juan Cancel, Chief Data Analyst

In the past year, the Tribal Historic Preservation Office (THPO) began to utilize Geographical Informational Systems
(GIS) to strengthen community and Tribal departmental communication and relationships. Archaeometry has
helped to remove pre-existing barriers and break any internal “data silos” to achieve the greater goal of providing
the best services for the Tribe.

The Archaeometry Section applies modern scientific theories and methods to interpret data
recovered by research completed by THPO sections. During the past year the Archaeometry
Section has worked with the Tribe’s existing Geographic Information System (GIS)
infrastructure to direct the integration of scientific tools and methods throughout the THPO.

The main method to approach the idea of building relationships within the community has been with the creation
of Participatory GIS. Participatory GIS utilizes hard-copy maps with base locational information (i.e. roads, buildings,
etc.) and is presented to members of the Seminole community. After receiving community input, the information
is then put into a digital format. Working together with the Cultural Advisor of the THPO, the Tribal community
contributes spatial and historical information about Traditional Cultural Properties (TCPs), or areas of cultural
importance, to the maps. Engaging with Tribal members can take place with a one-on-one interview, to learn more
about personal knowledge, or at Community events, if folks want to see what has been collected on the map. The
information is captured with map-size flags, pens and markers and together we communicate locations that are
important or may need to be monitored. The map is then scanned and converted into the GIS database. The GIS
database captures both locational information and tabular attributes that relate oral-historic knowledge and spatial
locations. As the GIS and the hard-copy maps contain culturally sensitive information, both formats are maintained
in a secure location with limited staff access. The data captured can be large or vague due to sensitivity of the areas
or can be detailed and require further investigations by the archaeologists. This is important as the relevance of the
map is not to discover what kind of TCP is in an area, but how to protect it. However, the information can be freely
shared among tribal members and clans as it gives the community an opportunity to share and preserve cultural
information.

In Archaeometry, the main areas of research include database design, GIS data management,
mobile GIS and geophysical techniques. With database design the goal is to determine if
there are more efficient ways to improve search functionality, streamline workflow and
provide the most optimal way for staff to communicate data analysis. Over the past few
years the THPO has transformed their record keeping from paper documents to single digital
document files to relational database management systems (RDBMS).

Archaeometry plans to develop shared GIS ideas and information within the Tribe. We will continue to develop
this work to involve other departments as all departments are working towards the goal of providing the best
services to the community. This project helps others have a better understanding of the THPO as well as how GIS
can continue to benefit the Tribe.

Participatory GIS
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GIS data management has also been progressing over the last few years by helping staff
effectively relate archaeological information with spatial data. This began with creating
single shapefiles such as points or polygons and progressed into making personal/file
geodatabases with many feature classes and preset tables. The final result has been creating
Spatial Database Engine (SDE) geodatabases which allows multiple users to edit and view THPO Mobile GIS Training led by GIS Technician Moriah Joy
data at the same time. The workflow of data stored within the geodatabases utilizes the
continual development of Mobile GIS. This captures accurate and precise spatial data in the field in an organized
manner that can be used to keep track of the cultural resources. Lastly, the THPO utilizes geophysical techniques to
allow us to analyze areas in a non-invasive and non-ground disturbing manner by using Ground Penetrating Radar
(GPR). This type of investigation has allowed the THPO to detect objects below the ground with radar as deep as
3 meters from the surface.
Field trip with Cultural Advisors, Big Cypress Reservation

The Archaeometry section will continue to improve and introduce innovative technology that can help provide
better understanding to the cultural resources of the Tribe.

Archaeometry

7

Tribal Historic Preservation Office Annual Report 2012

Tribal Historic Preservation Office Annual Report 2012

Project Focus: Council Oak National Register Listing

Collections Section

Carrie Dilley, M.S., Architectural Historian

Kate Macuen, M.A., Collections Manager

In 2012, the Architectural Historian successfully nominated the Council Oak Tree Site on the
Hollywood Reservation to the National Register of Historic Places. The National Register—
an official list of the Nation’s most significant places that are worthy of preservation—is
maintained by the National Park Service. In order to be eligible for the National Register, a
property must meet certain criteria and must possess historic integrity. The Council Oak was
eligible for listing under criterion A for its association with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of our history. Meetings were held underneath the mighty
Oak to establish a Constitution and By-Laws in 1957. This paved the way for the future
successes of the Tribe and allowed the Seminole Tribe to exercise its right of sovereignty.

The Collections Section is responsible for the ethical documentation, processing, curation, research
and management of archaeological artifacts collected through fieldwork on lands owned by the
Seminole Tribe of Florida. The Collections Section is also in charge of the maintenance and curation
of the Seminole Site File and Seminole Tribal Register of Historic Places records.

A nomination packet for the National Register includes a nomination form, narratives about
the history and significance of the site and the physical description, historic and current
photos, maps, and other documentation. Prior to submitting the packet to the National Park
Service, the Architectural Historian wrote a Tribal Resolution for the project and received
approval from the Tribal Council. The Council Oak Tree Site was the second Seminole Tribe
of Florida property listed in the National Register of Historic Places (the first was the Red Barn
on the Brighton Reservation).

This year, the Collections Section worked to curate objects recovered from Brown’s Trading Post, a
significant site on the Big Cypress Reservation. These artifacts have opened our eyes even more to
the history of the area during the turn of the 20th century. Some of these objects include historic
glass and ceramics, a bottle dating to the late 1800’s and shot gun shells from the early 1900’s. All
of these provide a unique glimpse into the life of those living and using the Trading Post over one
hundred years ago.

Over 11,000 objects were accessioned and cataloged into the permanent collections in 2012 with
a total count of 125,800 cataloged since the THPO’s establishment in 2006. These objects continue
to provide archaeological and historical data on significant sites and help to document how South
Florida has changed over time, both environmentally and culturally.

The Council Oak Tree, Hollywood Reservation

The Architectural Historian devoted time throughout the year to work with an arborist to ensure the health and
preservation of the tree. In the last few months of 2012 the THPO worked with Gaming and the arborist during
the re-paving of the Classic Casino parking lot. We were able to expand the boundaries of the tree based upon the
advice of the arborist and move the drive thru of the Smoke Shop out of the canopy of the tree, install a new fence
and entry gate to encompass the new boundaries, and plant appropriate landscaping at the site that will provide
better health for the tree and re-introduce native plants to the area. Upon completion of the project the tree will
have more space to grow and expand its root system, ensuring a long and healthy life.

Council Oak National Register Listing
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Artifacts recovered from the Brown’s Trading Post Site

Another notable achievement from 2012 was the hosting of a water screening workshop in collaboration with
the Florida Public Archaeology Network. This workshop focused on recovering important artifacts from a site
previously investigated during the THPO’s 2011 field school. It provided an opportunity for volunteers to gain
hands on archaeological experience and more
importantly, a better understanding of what tribal
historic preservation is. The year ended with the
creation of the Laboratory Technician position.
The Lab Tech will provide assistance and support
within the Archaeological Laboratory and help
to shorten the completion time for community
development projects.

Collections
Section

Historic Bottle, circa 1881-1905
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Project Focus: Internship Highlight

Architectural History Section

Kate Macuen, M.A., Collections Manager

Carrie Dilley, M.S., Architectural Historian

Over the past few years, the THPO has been working hard on developing an effective internship program.
Internships are a way not only for the THPO to gain valuable assistance with completing unique or backlog projects,
but for interns themselves to learn first-hand the ins and outs of tribal historic preservation. Tribal students, as well
as undergraduate or graduate students from local universities, are encouraged to explore internship opportunities
with the THPO. A variety of projects and activities are available within a variety of subjects including historic
preservation, traditional cultural properties (only available to tribal students), museum studies, archaeology, GIS,
and historic architecture.

Throughout 2012 the Architectural Historian worked to research, record, protect, and honor
the significant buildings and sites on the Seminole reservations. The Architectural Historian
continued to conduct research on the historical uses, current uses and building methods of
chickees. The section also engaged in research of the Seminole Baptist Churches and several
historic structures on the Brighton Reservation as part of the comprehensive architectural
survey. Eleven historic structures were recorded for inclusion in the Seminole Site File and
two nominations were made to the Tribal Register of Historic Places—the Council Oak and
Big Cypress First Baptist Church. In addition, the Council Oak Tree Site was nominated to the
National Register of Historic Places.

Projects are decided on prior to the intern’s start date along with a schedule. Depending on an intern’s prior
knowledge and skills, the first few days are spent in training and learning about the THPO’s policies and procedures.
Although internships are unpaid, many interns can earn academic credits through their school program. The
THPO strives to provide an environment that is educational and makes it a priority to show interns that they are an
appreciated member of the team.
Since 2009, the THPO has had interns commuting in from all over South Florida, representing five major universities.
Over 3,000 hours have been donated and the students’ commitment and enthusiasm has allowed the THPO to
complete many significant projects over the years. The THPO internship program has proven to be a valuable
avenue for introducing students to the critical role our office plays in protecting and managing the Tribe’s cultural
resources.

Internship Highlight
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An intern assists in the Archaeological Lab

Students from Florida Gulf Coast University

The Architectural Historian conducted preservation activities for both the Red Barn and the
Council Oak. Stabilization efforts are underway at the Red Barn. Prior to beginning any work,
arsenic removal was mandatory for the site. The Architectural Historian and members of
the Tribal Archaeology Section monitored the site during arsenic remediation coordinated
by ERMD. Once the soil was de-contaminated, the Architectural Historian worked with
Community Planning and structural engineers and contractors to formulate a stabilization
plan. After the stabilization is complete the community will give input about the future of
Meeting with the Architectural Historian, Carrie Dilley, about the stabilization of the Red Barn
on the Brighton Reservation
the site. The Tribal Historic Preservation Office will be hosting a celebration in early 2013 to
honor the Red Barn and will be installing National Register Historic Plaques at the site and
on the road at the intersection of 721 and 721a. These markers will help show the significance of the Red Barn and
demonstrate its role in Seminole Tribal history to visitors.

Architectural History
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Project Focus: Tribal Register Documenting the Naha Tiger Camp

Tribal Archaeology Section
Maureen Mahoney, M.A., R.P.A.
The Tribal Archaeology Section (TAS) is responsible for completing cultural resource surveys on all reservation land.
During the course of 2012, the TAS conducted 139 surveys, which was more than double of the previous year’s
surveys (64 total surveys). Many of these surveys included access roads, home sites, pasture improvement projects,
and the examination of eligible Tribal Register sites.

Maureen Mahoney, M.A., R.P.A.
One significant site investigated during 2012 was the Naha Tiger Camp site, which was
located in the northern portion of the Brighton Reservation. We assessed the site to
determine its eligibility for inclusion in the Tribal Register of Historic Places, a list of sites
highly significant to the Seminole Tribe. In order to investigate this site, the THPO undertook
an archaeological survey, an archival review, and spoke to multiple Tribal members. The camp
proved eligible for the Tribal Register due to Naha Tiger’s heavy involvement with the early
days of the Brighton cattle industry.

One of the bigger projects undertaken this year was the Brighton Phase II Community development project, which
is the largest project ever undertaken by the TAS. This project included the completion of roughly 350 shovel tests
that were used to determine the presence or absence of cultural resources within twenty-six proposed home sites.
During the survey, the TAS only found sparse faunal remains, which culminated in two archaeological occurrences
and one archaeological site, none of which are eligible for the Tribal Register of Historic Places or the National
Register of Historic Places. By completing this survey, the TAS has been able to provide an invaluable service to the
Tribe by clearing a large number of homes that will be ready for construction in the near future. The survey also led
the TAS to further compare those areas with sparse faunal finds to the larger faunal middens spread throughout the
reservations. The Tribal Archaeology Section will continue completing these cultural resource surveys in upcoming
years in order to help the Tribe meet its future developmental goals.

Based on the various venues of research, the THPO found that Naha Tiger and his family
lived in at least five permanent or temporary camps. The first recorded camp was in St.
Lucie County, which we know the family occupied in 1930. Following this camp, Naha
Tiger and his family lived in at least three camps on the reservation, which included one
on the west side and two in the northern portion. The archaeological survey of the final
camp in the northern section found that prior to the camp’s existence, people were using
that specific area over 2,000 years ago. Finds denoting this occupation include a projectile
point, sand tempered plain pottery, and a
large quantity of animal bones.
By completing the investigation of the
Naha Tiger Camp, the THPO was not only
able to document the location and layout
of the various camps, but was also able to
permanently record the significant life of
Naha Tiger.

Naha Tiger
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Naha Tiger Camp, blue line shows site boundary and orange lines show the various parts
of the camp
Field Technician Cole Smith completing the paperwork for a
shovel test

Tribal Register

Field Technician Karen Brunso completing a shovel test

Tribal Archaeology
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GIS Map Reservation Surveys
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GIS Map Reservation Surveys
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2012 On-Reservation
Projects

Compliance Section
Bradley M. Mueller, M.A., Compliance Review Supervisor

Number of Projects Received
0

10

Home Site and Business

50
1
24

Other
Public Building

4
6

Public Works

The Compliance Section assists the Tribal Historic Preservation Officer to ensure
compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA),
the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), and the
Archaeological Resource Protection Act (ARPA). In 2012 the Compliance Section
became increasingly involved in issues related to Florida State Statute 872.05 (law
pertaining to unmarked human burials).
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Community Development
Brighton
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3
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Forestry
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34

Home Site

Compliance Review
16

Incident

1

Other

The Compliance Section receives and reviews several thousand project requests
and notifications throughout the year. In 2012 more than 2,000 notifications
were received from seven states. Since its 2007 inception 12,470 off-reservation
federal project cases have been received and entered into the Incoming
Correspondence Tracking Database (ICTD). A total of 2,396 cases were entered
into ICTD this year. Beginning in October of 2012 a new document management
software system called Image Now was implemented and by the end of the
calendar year more than 350 entries had already been made into the new
system. This new software will shorten access and retrieval times for documents,
reduce storage space required for paper records, and most importantly improve
project workflow and the monitoring of critical deadlines.
And lastly, Compliance continued the important function of the providing a
tower review service. Fees collected for this service generated $126, 300 in
revenue for 2012 with this revenue being deposited into Tribal general fund.
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During 2012 the Compliance Section completed several important consultations
with federal and state agencies to ensure protection of the Tribe’s cultural resources.
Some of the agencies the Compliance staff consulted with were the Tennessee Valley
Authority, the U. S. Army Corp of Engineers-Jacksonville District, Eglin Air Force
Base, and the National Park Service unit at Castillo de San Marcos in St. Augustine.
Topics discussed with the National Park Service included NAGPRA and 872.05. Staff
also consulted on the development of the Everglades Restoration Transition Plan
Programmatic Agreement between the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, National Park
Service, South Florida Water Management District, and the Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation.
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Business
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4

Access Road

The primary mission of the Compliance Review Section is the interpretation and
application of Tribal, Federal, and State laws in order to ensure the preservation of
Seminole culture, both past and present. Protection of Seminole interests includes
both on and off reservation resources. The Compliance Section is responsible for
the review of federal undertakings located within the Seminole Tribe of Florida’s
area of interest – the geographic area considered by the Seminole Tribe of Florida
to be ancestral, aboriginal, or ceded – that encompasses the Southeastern United
States, and the Tribes six reservations within the state of Florida.
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Project Focus: NAGPRA

Project Focus: ImageNow

Domonique deBeaubien, M.S., Bioarchaeologist

Juan Cancel, Chief Data Analyst

NAGPRA, or the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, is federal legislation that encourages
museums and other federally funded institutions to review their archaeological collections, and work respectfully
with tribes to return culturally sensitive artifacts. Under the NAGPRA regulations, culturally sensitive artifacts may
include human skeletal remains, items that were left with an individual when they died, or special objects that are
considered sacred to a tribe.

Since the inception of the Tribal Historic Preservation Office (THPO), data management
has been essential to properly gather, analyze and understand the information for cultural
resources. This has generated the need to create databases that can house and organize
all of the data. The THPO solution for this has been the acquisition and implementation of
ImageNow, which is a document management software developed by Perceptive Software,
Inc. The first application of ImageNow has been within the Compliance Review Section to
help manage reports on cultural resource surveys conducted outside of the Seminole Tribe
of Florida reservations.

While it is mandatory that museums fulfill their obligations under the NAGPRA law, tribes may participate at their
own discretion. This past year, with Tribal Council guidance, the STOF-THPO began participating in formal NAGPRA
consultation with museums and federal agencies. These talks eventually led to the Seminole Tribe making a joint
claim for the return of human remains that were taken from Florida in the 1920’s, and have since been languishing
in an underused University facility. This process is known as repatriation, and is an enormous accomplishment
for the Tribal community. It not only helps to correct wrongs of the past, but fosters more positive relationships
between museums, federal agencies, and other tribal communities.
Although this process can often times be challenging, the question of participating in NAGPRA has opened up a
new dialogue within the Tribe about repatriation. It has also encouraged the THPO to be more proactive about
financial sustainability, by seeking federal grants to cover the cost of all NAGPRA related projects. It is the hope of
the THPO to use the spirit of the NAGPRA legislation to continue to promote the recognition of Tribal sovereignty,
and bring cultural ancestors back to their original resting places.

NAGPRA
18

On average, the Compliance Review Section annually deals with over 3,500 different types of
cultural resource correspondences from various federal, state and local agencies. Prior to the
acquisition of ImageNow, the THPO utilized a database that was too complex and dependent
on user interpretation. After investigating various alternatives, ImageNow was selected as
the solution best suited to help simplify and streamline document and record management
for the Compliance section. Implemented in the last quarter of 2012, this application is reliant
on the concept of workflow, which helps users move work into appropriately routed areas
and tracks the flow of documents from the beginning to the end of a task.
The ImageNow Off-Reservation Application is underway with over 1,000 documents
having been entered since its implementation in October 2012. As the users become
more accustomed to ImageNow, new updates and modifications will be created to utilize
capabilities such as e-mail alerts and search filters. Eventually, all Sections of the THPO will
be able to take advantage of this software. With ImageNow, the THPO has successfully
implemented a new framework in which to manage and maintain documents and records.

Screen capture of the ImageNow THPO Off-Reservation Application Software Interface

ImageNow
19
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Project Focus: Everglades Restoration Transition Plan
Project Focus: GPR Workshop 2012
Moriah Joy, GIS Technician
Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) is a device that utilizes non-destructive radar signals
to create images of the subsurface environment. These images can be used to identify
archaeological features. Other uses include location of soil horizons, bedrock, water tables
or groundwater, ice, and man-made features like pipes, roads, and structures. The use of GPR
within archaeology has increased exponentially over the last few decades. Excavations at
ancient sites around the world have benefited from GPR surveys because they can be used
to not only locate sites, but also to establish the full extent of archaeological interest.
In August 2012, THPO hosted a GPR Workshop in conjunction with Florida Public Archaeology
Network (FPAN) and Florida Gulf Coast University (FGCU). Several FPAN regional directors and
personnel, along with many FGCU students attended the 4 day informational workshop.
The first two days consisted of an informational lecture by Moriah Joy (THPO) on what GPR
is and how it works, applications within the field of Archaeology and GPR projects at THPO.
This was followed by Dr. Richard Estebrook (FPAN Director) describing GPR studies in Florida
Archaeology and a demonstration of different GPR antennas and equipment, and general
field methodology. The last two days involved a full day on site survey located at the probable Cole Smith and Karen Black (holding Total Station Rod) assist in the GPR workshop at the Brown’s
Trading Post site.
Brown’s Trading Post location, and the processing of the resulting data through GPR-SLICE
software.
Overall, the workshop was an opportunity to build relationships with students and professionals from throughout
Florida, introduce them to GPR as an effective Remote Sensing technique, and acquire new data for ongoing THPO
research.

GPR Workshop 2012
20

Anne Mullins, Deputy THPO and Elliott York, Compliance Review Analyst
The Seminole Tribe of Florida Tribal Historic Preservation Office (STOF THPO) participated in formal consultation
for the development of a Programmatic Agreement (PA) among the United State Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE), the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP), and the Florida State Historic Preservation Office
(SHPO) regarding ERTP. The formulation of the ERTP PA will serve as a transitional operation plan to define water
management operating criteria for the Central and Southern Florida Project features and the constructed features
of the Modified Water Deliveries and Canal-111 projects.
The ERTP PA constitutes an “undertaking” subject to review under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act which requires Federal agencies to (1) take into account effects of their undertakings on historic properties and
(2) consult with federally recognized Indian Tribes that attach cultural or religious significance to historic properties
that may be affected by the undertaking. The United States Army Corps of Engineers has determined that the
fluctuation of water levels prescribed in the water management operation plan has the potential to adversely affect
historic properties and other cultural resources.
The STOF-THPO emphasized that unnatural inundation of human remains and burial resources was unacceptable
due to strong cultural and religious beliefs and requested that the USACE, first and foremost, attempt to avoid such
inundation and/or protect the human remains and burial resources through appropriate mitigation measures after
exhausting all reasonable avoidance alternatives. Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act did not
sufficiently account for the cultural and religious significance of burial resources.
The USACE drafted a Policy Statement and Guidelines Regarding American Indian Burial Resources and the ERTP
which would ensure culturally sensitive outcomes when a federal action may affect a tribal resource, including
burial resources. The USACE has committed to a deadline of June 2013 to develop and implement a broader
Human Remains Policy which would be applicable to all USACE civil works projects throughout the State of Florida.
As a Signatory Party, the STOF has the power to amend and/or terminate the Programmatic Agreement. The
Programmatic Agreement and Policy Statement are complimentary documents BUT termination or amendment
of one does not impose an automatic reciprocal termination or amendment of the other.

A Map of the ERTP Area of Potential Effect created by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers.

Everglades Restoration Transition Plan
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Project Focus: Outreach
Tribal Historic Preservation Office Staff

Tribal Historic Preservation Office Interns

2012 saw the establishment of a formal Outreach Committee to approach and orchestrate THPO involvement in
both tribal-wide and community events. THPO participation helps strengthen community and tribal connections,
encourages interdepartmental cooperation, and is an inherently team building exercise within the department.
The Outreach Committee created activities and displays which promote knowledge and awareness of tribal
historic preservation, as well as the social sciences of anthropology, archaeology, and humanities in general. These
activities are interactive & educational “kits”, which can be drawn upon and expanded to foster community and
interdepartmental understanding.

Alison Swing, M.A., Compliance Data Analyst

Amanda Dier

Anne Mullins, M.C.R.P., Compliance Review Supervisor (Deputy THPO)

Anthony Fernandez

Bradley Mueller, M.A., Archaeologist/Crew Chief (Compliance Review Supervisor)

Casey Zakruff

Carrie Dilley, M.S., Architectural Historian

Hannah Laing

Cole Smith, Field Technician

Katherine Galluzzo

David Brownell, M.A., Research Assistant

Lacey Czeluscinski

Domonique deBeaubien, M.S., Bioarchaeologist

Matthew Andersen

In the spring of 2012 the THPO set up activity areas at both the Brighton Field Days and the Big Cypress 2nd
Seminole War Reenactment Shoot Out. Brighton Field Days highlighted native Florida animals and plants through
puzzles and a scavenger hunt, and premiered our Seminole Bag Toss game. The 2nd Seminole War Reenactment
Shoot Out activity area focused on education and awareness of the history of the Seminole Wars and featured an
archaeology mock dig box, educational banners, and a chunkee stone spear throw challenge.

Elliott York, Compliance Data Analyst

Rachel Cuccurullo

Geoffrey Wasson, Field Technician

Rachel Thompson

Vanessa Poling, Field Technician

Josh Ooyman, M.A., GIS Specialist
Juan Cancel, Chief Data Analyst
Karen Black, Field Technician
Karen Brunso, Field Technician

In the summer of 2012, the THPO was privileged to participate in the 9th Annual Seminole Tribe Youth Camp,
where the THPO delivered a presentation entitled “Health through the Ages” discussing how culture, health and
wellness are related by looking at how people lived, subsisted, through many millennia of Florida and Seminole
history.

Kate Macuen, M.A., Collections Manager
Katy Gregory, M.A., R.P.A., Lab Manager
Lanie Swanson, Field Technician
Mara Mayer, Field Technician

Outreach events throughout 2012 were exponentially more successful than previous years and this is due to the
hard work, innovative ideas, and coordination of those involved. Outreach has become a THPO priority, promoting
internal solidarity and community immersion.

Matt Fenno, Field Technician
Maureen Mahoney, M.A., R.P.A. Tribal Archaeologist
Meghan Prendergast, Field Technician
Moriah Joy, GIS Technician
Nathan Lawres, Field Assistant (Crew Chief)

Outreach
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Paul Backhouse, PhD, R.P.A, THPO
Ryan Hesse, Field Assistant
Shannon Purvis, Administrative Assistant
Katy Gregory demonstrates how to find artifacts by carefully
screening the soil.

THPO Research Associates
Dr. Kent Schneider, Underground Imaging Solutions
Dr. Dean Goodman, Geophysical Archaeometry Laboratory
Dr. Annette Snapp, Florida Gulf Coast University and Florida Public Archaeology Network
Dr. Michael McDonald, Florida Gulf Coast University
Dr. Marguerite Forest, Florida Gulf Coast University
Dr. Jerald T. Milanich, Florida Natural History Museum
Dr. Brent Weisman, University of South Florida
David Saunders, Bureau of Indian Affairs
Anne Taylor, Environmental Systems Research Institute
David Gadsden, Environmental Systems Research Institute
Garet Couch, Tribal GIS
David Wyatt, Eastern Band of Cherokee Indian

Valerie Layton, Field Technician (Laboratory Technician)
Vanessa Poling, Field Technician

23

Tribal Historic Preservation Office Annual Report 2012

Tribal Historic Preservation Office Annual Report 2012

TRIBAL RESOLUTIONS

OUTSIDE FUNDING SOURCES

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

OTHER PRESENTATIONS

Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act Repatriation Requests by
the Seminole Tribe of Florida to the University of Massachusetts Amherst, Department
of Anthropology, and Amherst College. Adopted at the Tribal Council Meeting,
September 14, 2012.

National Park Service Historic Preservation Fund Grant, $61,290

Gidusko, Kevin A. and Nathan R. Lawres. From Planning to Results: A Public
Archaeology Initiative in Oakland, FL. Poster presentation, Florida Anthropological
Society, 64th Annual Meeting, Tallahassee, FL. May 11-13, 2012.

Dilley, Carrie. “The Historic Red Barn”. Presentation given to students on the Brighton
Seminole Reservation, FL. January 2012.

National Register of Historic Places Nomination of the Council Oak Tree Site on the
Hollywood Seminole Indian Reservation. Adopted at the Tribal Council Meeting,
July 13, 2012.

PUBLICATIONS

Programmatic Agreement Among the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Seminole Tribe of
Florida, and Advisory Council on Historic Preservation for Compliance with the
National Historic Preservation Act for the Indian Land Lease Program. Adopted at
the Tribal Council Meeting, April 13, 2012.
United States Department of the Interior – National Park Service, Tribal Historic
Preservation Office, Fiscal Year 2012 Historic Preservation Fund Grant Application for
Funding of the Fiscal Year 2012 Tribal Historic Preservation Office Operations Grant
Project; Ratification. Adopted at the Tribal Council Meeting, April 13, 2012.
Memorandum of Agreement Among the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville
District; Advisory Council on Historic Preservation; Seminole Tribe of Florida; South
Florida Water Management District; And the Florida State Historic Preservation
Officer Pursuant to 36 C.F.R. Part 800 and 33 C.F.R. Part 325, Appendix C for Resolution
of Adverse Effects and Reinterment of Native American Items to Compartment C
Build-out Project, Hendry County, Florida; Ratification. Adopted at the Tribal Council
Meeting, February 13, 2012.

Reviewing Cell Towers (TCNS) by the Compliance Section (a total of 420 reviews):
$126,300

Cancel, Juan J. and Paul N. Backhouse. Seminole Geography: Using GIS as a tool for
Tribal Historic Preservation Offices. In: Anne Taylor, David Gadsden, Joseph J. Kerski,
and Heather Warren (Eds.) Tribal GIS: Supporting Native American Decision Making. ESRI
Press, Redlands. 26-32. 2012.

PANEL DISCUSSIONS
David G. Anderson, Paul N. Backhouse, Emily Lena Jones, Eric Kansa, Sarah Whitcher
Kansa, Keith Kintigh, Christopher Parr, Giovanna Peebles, Darrin Pratt, Ethan Watrall,
Josh Wells, Stephen Yerka. Forum: Capacity Building for Archaeology in the 21st
Century: How Will People Manage the Information Explosion? 78th Society for
American Archaeology Conference, Memphis, Tennessee. April 18-22, 2012.

Lawres, Nathan R. Expanding Your Toolkit: The use of LiDAR in establishing probability
zone designations and the detection of anthropogenic landscapes in southern
Florida. Poster presentation, Society for American Archaeology, 77th Annual Meeting,
Memphis, TN. April 18-22, 2012.
----. Classifying Combat: Quantitative and Qualitative Assessment of Seminole
Combat Behaviors. Paper presentation, Florida Anthropological Society, 64th Annual
Meeting, Tallahassee, FL. May 11-13, 2012.”
----. The Black Seminole Freedom Legacy of West Central Florida: Tales of Survival
and Tactical Military Resistance. Panel discussion with John Griffin and Matthew
Griffin, National Underground Railroad Conference, St. Augustine, FL. June 20-23, 2012.
Mahoney, Maureen. Elevated Living in South Florida--New Investigations into
Settlement Activities in South Florida’s Tree Islands. Poster presentation, Society for
American Archaeology, 77th Annual Meeting, Memphis, TN. April 18-22, 2012.
----. The Role of Tribal Archaeology in Cultural Resources Management. Paper
presentation, 2012 National Archaeology Day Symposium; University of Miami, Miami,
FL. October 20, 2012.

----. The Red Barn Preservation Project. Presentation given at the Brighton Community
Meeting, Brighton Seminole Reservation, FL. June 2012.
----. The National Register Listed Brighton Red Barn. Presentation given to the Florida
Humanities Council Teacher’s Workshop. July 2012.
Joy, Moriah. “Introduction to Ground Penetrating Radar”. Presentation given to the
Introduction to GIS class, Nova Southeastern University. November 2012.
Ooyman, Josh. “Geodatabase Architecture in Cultural Resources Management”.
Presentation given to the Florida Gulf Coast University GIS class, Estero, FL. November 2012.
Poling, Vanessa, Katharine Gregory, and Moriah Joy. “Health, Wellness, and Culture: Health
through the Ages”. Presentation given at the Seminole Youth Camp, High Springs, FL.
July 2012.
Smith, Cole. “Learn about Fossils”. Presentation given at the Brighton Charter School,
Brighton Seminole Reservation, FL. February 2012.

Mahoney, Maureen and Nathan R. Lawres. The Use of LiDAR in finding Archaeological
sites on Tree Island Hammocks. Paper presented at the Tree Island Hammock Research
Workshop, Orlando, FL. June 2012.
Mahoney, Maureen, Nathan Lawres, Valerie Layton, and Lanie Swanson. Tracking the
Military Trail: An Analysis of its Environmental Location and Proximity to known
Sites. Paper presentation, Florida Anthropological Society, 64th Annual Meeting,
Tallahassee, FL. May 11-13, 2012.
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Tribal Historic Preservation:
Branching Out

CONTACT US:

Seminole Tribe of Florida
Tribal Historic Preservation Office
30290 Josie Billie Hwy, PMB 1004
Clewiston, FL 33440

Physical Address:
34725 West Boundary Road, Clewiston, FL 33440
Telephone: (863) 983-6549 Fax:(863) 902-1117
www.stofthpo.com

